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traditions of Henry IV, and pursued a policy which
was not departed from until Louis XIV. alienated
those allies by his over-weening pride, to his great
and permanent loss. By this alliance the Cardinal
hoped to secure greater results than the formal
acknowledgment of Dutch independence, which was
already practically assured. The provinces which
now constitute Belgium were to be freed from the
Spanish yoke; and that the liberators might not be
without reward, France and Holland were to receive
territorial compensation, while if the people re-
mained constant to Spain the entire territory was to
be conquered and divided. This was the contingency
which would have been most agreeable to Richelieu,
Holland was to take Brabant, Guelders, and other
provinces, while for France the Cardinal selected
Hainault, Artois, Namur, Luxembourg, part of
Flanders, and the cities of Gravelines, Dunkirk, and
Ostend.

This project of partition was not alluring to the
Dutch burghers; they were not eager to extend
their boundaries by the reception of Catholic pro-
vinces into their commonwealth, and they had no
desire to see their powerful ally too near a neigh-
bour. They felt safer with the most of Belgium
held by a decaying state like Spain, rather than by
a vigorous and encroaching people like the French,

Richelieu was greatly interested in this scheme.
His letters contain frequent memoranda on the
subject and suggest methods by which it could be
brought to a successful accomplishment, It had to
encounter, however, not only the passive opposition by a priest,waited* Theis victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
